United Theological Seminary
Informed Consent Form

(Remove all text in parentheses, Updated June 16, 2022)

Investigator Name:

Contact Information:

Introduction: I am a doctoral student at United Theological Seminary. 
Purpose: I am conducting a study on (include your project thesis)

Requirements for Participation: You are invited because (please include the criteria that constitutes the individual’s eligibility).
Procedures: 
If you agree to be in the study, you will be asked to: (please describe study procedures in simple terms and include the duration of participation [Use phrases such as, “come to so-and-so’s office 4 times,” or “we will have three focus groups for 45 minutes over the course of six weeks in the conference room…”])
Human Subject participation: (Include all the text below that corresponds to your anticipated participant group. You may remove bolded stylization, or sentences which don’t apply.) 
All the participants must have consented to be in the study, and participants must be protected and treated fairly throughout the study. For example, children who are under 18 years old must have permission from their parents/ guardians. And for women who are pregnant or may become pregnant during the study, they must provide a doctor’s note for their safety, since they are considered a protected class (i.e., vulnerable population) by the Federal Law.
Risks: 
Identify all foreseeable risks and discomforts to the human participants. These may include physical, psychological, social, or economic discomfort or inconvenience. In addition, include this sentence: In the event of accidental data disclosure, there may be legal, financial, social, or personal implications. In addition, I, the researcher, will abide by my state's mandatory reporting laws.
Benefits: 

Identify the benefits of your research to society, and possibly the individual human participant. 

Voluntariness: 
Participation is voluntary and you may skip any questions you do not wish to answer.  You can also stop participating at any time.  Your decision to participate will have no impact on (your membership in the congregation or whatever else you think this study may have an impact upon). If something makes you feel uncomfortable in any way while you are in the study, please contact me directly in person, on the phone, or electronic communication. My contact information is at the top of this consent form. You can refuse to respond to any or all of the questions, and you will be able to withdraw from the process at any time (include any risks of withdrawing from participation if there are any).
Confidentiality: 
We will be careful to keep your information confidential, and we will ask you and all the focus group members to keep the discussion confidential as well. There is always a small risk of unwanted or accidental disclosure. The conversations and the focus groups will be recorded and transcribed only with your permission. Any notes, recordings, or transcriptions will be kept private. I will be the only one with access to your information. The files will be encrypted and password protected. You can decide whether you want your name used. (Please make sure to include any details regarding confidentiality about your particular research study, such as whether recording devices will be used, research assistants will be assisting you with the research tasks, or whether non-secure methods of communication will be used such as Skype). 
Summary:

If you have any questions about the research study please contact me. You can also ask your parents any questions you might have about this study (Include if minors are a part of the study).
Signature:

Signing this paper means that you have read this or had it read to you, and that you want to be in the study. If you do not want to be in the study, do not sign the paper. Being in the study is up to you, and no one will be mad if you do not sign this paper or even if you change your mind later. You agree that you have been told about this study and why it is being done and what to do.  

                                                                                                

                                    
Signature of Person Agreeing to


                             
       Date Signed 

Participate in the Project/Study
