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SCRIPTURE LESSON
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Now when Jesus saw crowds, he went up on mountainside sat down. His
disciples came him, he began to teach them. He are the
pure for they will see God…”

said...Blessed
Matthew 5:1-2, 8 (NIV)

are blessed? How dare he inform folks whom society has forgotten that God not only
remembers them, but he has blessed them? How dare he proclaim to people whom
society has decided are unworthy, that God not only considers them worthy, but he has
declared them blessed!

How dare Jesus invite those whom society has deemed "untouchable" up a Galilean
mountainside to announce that in God’s kingdom, they’re not only "touchable," but they

Caste:

Jesus’ mountainside sermon is unprecedented, because the oppressed and afflicted,
the poor and unemployed, the orphans and widows, the hurt and homeless, the
afflicted in mind and body, were considered “the untouchables.” In her book,
The Origins of Our Discontents, author Isabel Wilkerson compares the societal systems
of India, America and Nazi Germany, to examine how the ranking of human worth
based on ethnicity, origin, economics, etc. lies at the heart of overt and covert societal
prejudices and systems. When we consider how such prejudices existed within the
societies of biblical antiquity, we can, indeed, imagine how radical, revolutionary,
audaciously empowering and dangerous the words, “You are blessed,” from the
mouth of Jesus sounded to “untouchable” ears!
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Galilean mountainside to announce eight Beatitudes
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not in what we have, but in who we are! It is not in the clothes in our closets, the size of our
car we drive or the color of our skin, but the blessing, he is

the

"haves," but upon the "have nots" to help them understand that

During this Lenten Season, sit on the mountainside
with God. Ask him to reveal what aspects of your
character he desires to make more complete.
Consider the purifying process he may be using
even now through circumstances in your life, and
how you may posture yourself for continual
“heart cleansing” beyond this Lenten season.
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