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SCRIPTURE LESSON

PRAYER

the
baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful
than I, whose sandals
I

am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with Holy Spirit
and

I
fire. Matthew 3:11 (NIV)

Our kind and merciful God allows us to set the pace regarding how quickly and to what
degree we are a surprise
that human nature a stronger, more
aggressive work. quickly, we are
uncharacteristically patient and personal transformation.

Although Westerners typically expect things to happen
in matters of sanctification

willing to experience transformative grace. It shouldn’t come as
often prefers a gradual, gentle expression of grace to

and

we are

a
ain

St. Augustine described the half-hearted faith of his youth in the form of prayer: “Lord,
give me chastity and continence, but not yet.” Similarly, one may pray, “Create me
clean heart” with the unspoken addendum, “but in incremental doses on my
timeline.” When it comes to getting a desired reaction from others, we want quick results,
yet prone to surrender to God’s redemptive work within us at a snail’s pace.

It shouldn’t be surprising that the water baptism of John the Baptist is often the preferred sign
of repentance, whereas Jesus’ baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire is rarely discussed. After all,

sin. Despite our hesitance to surrender and our hankering for control, our greatest need is to
experience the fire of God’s Spirit sweeping through us.

the view of water as a refreshing, cleansing element contrasts sharply with that of fire, which
is unpredictable and sometimes downright frightening. While the Spirit indeed provides
refreshment and renewal, the Spirit also desires to free us from the power of sin. Consider the
relief afforded when God’s grace works to heal, restore and set us free from the bondage of
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heart through baptism

your holy purposes
at your preferred pace through
your cleansing, refining power.
Move past the
resistance I have carefully
constructed over the years
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within me. Amen.
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