
WEEKFIRST LENTOFOF LENTFIRST WEEK
DevotionalLenten2023|MEINCREATECREATE IN ME | 2023 Lenten Devotional

Rev. Joanne

student

North Springfield Baptist Church,
Thomas

and

pastor atis

a Master of Divinity
at United.

VT,

SCRIPTURE LESSON
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There was an old chorus we used to sing back in the late '70s. Part of it went like this:
“Create in me a clean heart, Oh God, and renew a right spirit within me.” It was from
Psalm 51, of course. After a while though the song lost its impact for me. I was much
younger then, and I believed that I had a pretty clean heart, after all. I was a new
believer, and Jesus had just saved me from my sin-sick self. What more did I
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Sometimes in our heart of hearts we believe that we are “all done” spiritually, and that
we are now just icing the cake of our Christian lives. Unless life circumstances bring us
to a place of spiritual agony, like Job, or we fall into a swamp of sin, like David, it is
easy to avoid the reality that, like the nicely browned loaf in the oven, we might look
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we desperately need liturgical seasons like Lent, where we have
Spirit-given go with our gentle Lord into those dark corners of our
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