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SCRIPTURE LESSON | Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21Read

REFLECTION QUESTION

Many years ago reported that 40
Mardi Gras partiers festivitieshad gotten
out of hand. looks like someone
needs Lent today!”

on Ash Wednesday, Ann Curry, on The Today Show,
in San Jose, California, been arrested. Their had

After watching the flip clip, Ann added, “Well, it certainly
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I
am a created

child what treasure
in heart will be.this

more specifically, I need Ash Wednesday. I need to remember I
God whose life here on earth is short and that I must closely guard

life, for there my

In Gone with the Wind, Margaret Mitchell offered a study of human nature which was not
very attractive of Scarlett O’Hara and her family. At her father’s funeral it was said of him,
“There warn’t nothing that came to him from the outside that could lick him… There ain’t
nothing from the outside can lick any of us. But he had our failin’s too, 'cause he could
be licked from the inside. I mean to say that what the world could not do, his own heart
could… And I want to say, this — folks whose mainsprings are busted are better dead.”

Mardi Gras
Someone DOES need find those

they partiers.
Lent today. We don’t have to look very far to SOMEONES

— for are us! And our need is not because we were wild

needI Ash of my heart!Wednesday for I need to, once again, ask Jesus to be the treasure

of

treasure

Lent is a self-examination
but also of doing and
saying today
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In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talks about what the mainspring in our inner life should
be. Jesus asks us to take care to do what we do for the right reasons. Jesus said, “where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Make no mistake about it — what we
treasure will claim our affection and direct our lives. Jesus points us to the true treasure. We
are busted internally when we are motivated by anything other than loving God with all
our hearts, souls, minds and strength, and loving our neighbor as ourselves.


